
giuseppe dall’abaco
overture in b-flat major
edited by Michael Talbot

www.edit ionhh.co.uk

Edition HH

giuseppe maria 
clemente dall’abaco

overture in b-flat major (1741)

edited by
michael talbot

g.m.c. dall’abaco: Overture
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Giuseppe Dall’Abaco (1710–1805) was the 
son of Evaristo Felice Dall’Abaco (1675–

1742), and like him had a successful career 
as a cellist, concertmaster and composer 
spent mostly in the service of high-ranking 
members of the Wittelsbach dynasty in 
south-west Germany. 

A previously unpublished overture to 
a serenata (dramatic cantata) composed 
by him in 1741 for the name-day of his 
employer shows what a talented composer 
for orchestra he was and demonstrates 
his willingness to introduce exquisite and 
original effects. A typical instance is this 
four-movement overture’s second movement 
(Aria), where the viola plays a prominent 
line in non-stop semiquavers marked forte, 
while the lines for the other instruments, 
including the violins above, are all marked 
piano: the melody thus becomes effectively 
the servant of its accompaniment.
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‘Edition HH should be 
applauded for their willingness 
to seek out rare but wholly 
worthwhile repertoire, and 
their knack of bringing it 
to our attention through 
extremely high quality and 
usable editions.’

The Consort


