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t all the highly talented minor
composers active in 18th-

century France, Jean-Baptiste Quentin
(c.1690-c.1760) is perhaps the most
skilful and productive not yet to have
won substantial recognition. Precisely 123
compositions by him survive, all of them
published in a series of nineteen collections
that appeared between 1724 and c.1750.
Quentin was primarily a violinist in the
orchestra of the Paris opera, being in fact
one of its most distinguished names, but
from 1738 served there as a viola player. He
left the orchestra towards 1750, and his last
years were spent in obscurity.

Quentin’s trio sonatas are impressive
for their command of all the elements
of musical composition, particularly
counterpoint (fugues are one of his
specialities). They mix French and Italian
elements attractively and vary the movement
types employed intelligently so as to give
each work individuality. They are equally
suited to recreational and concert use and
deserve to stand alongside their companion
works by such composers as Leclair and
Mondonville.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for
their willingness to seek out rare but
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their
knack of bringing it to our attention
through extremely high quality and
usable editions.”
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