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( :ast in two parts, this cycle of
seven songs represents a kind

of musical portrait of an American
poet — much admired by Robert Frost
- whose reputation as a master of
verse, and of the sonnet in particular,
was offset by her adventurous - even
notorious — personal life. A ‘Counting-
out Rhyme’ (the genre of the children’s
‘One potato, two potato...” game)
opens the sequence and recurs in
fragments as a kind of Mussorgskyan
link (like the Promenade in Pictures)
both between and within a few

of the songs. In part, as in some
counting-out games, the rhyme might
be understood as a metaphor for
something of a quasi-fatalistic nature.
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1. COUNTING-OUT RHYME
TIMOTHY RAYMOND

(*1953)
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