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Scheibe’s three sonatas for flute (or 
violin) and obbligato harpsichord 

were published by Haffner in the late 
1750’s, but were probably composed 
much earlier; they contain a significant 
quantity of elaborate imitative writing 
that is out of character with Scheibe’s 
later music. Although rooted in the same 
tradition as the sonatas for flute and 
obbligato harpsichord by J.S. Bach, C.P.E 
Bach, and composers at Berlin court 
of Frederick the Great, these are more 
substantial works, each having four 
movements in the traditional slow-fast-
slow-fast scheme. For the most part they 
are trio sonatas, the right hand of the 
harpsichord acting as the second treble 
voice, but several movements feature 
idiomatic writing for the keyboard. 
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
The Consort
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Sonata in D major, Op.1 No.1

J.A. Scheibe (1708-1776)

flute
keyboard
(clavichord
harpsichord
fortepiano
pianoforte)

“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”

            The Consort


