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The chaconne was particularly dear 
to French baroque composers, not 

least Boismortier. In one of his most 
original works, the Quinque sur l’octave, 
ou espece de dictionaire harmonique 
(‘Quintet based on the octave, or a type 
of harmonic dictionary’), Boismortier 
employs a chaconne to illustrate and 
elaborate upon the règle de l’octave 
(‘rule of the octave’), a formula 
common in the eighteenth century 
for the harmonisation of diatonic 
scales. Using the C major scale as his 
ground bass, he proposes increasingly 
varied diminutions over alternative 
harmonisations, and in so doing he 
‘redefines’ the original règle. Scored 
for four violins and basso continuo, 
the Quinque is technically accessible, 
making it an ideal work for amateur 
violinists and school string ensembles.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
The Consort
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”

            The Consort
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Violino I°

Violino II°

Violino III°

Violino IV°

Basso [continuo]
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