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Boismortier’s final surviving set of trio 
sonatas, the [IV] Sonates pour deux 

flutes traversieres avec la basse, Op. 78, 
dates from late 1739 or early 1740. With 
this set the composer has, in a sense, come 
full circle, as these works recall his very 
first ‘sonates en trio’, Op. 4, of 1724: both 
sets are scored for two flutes and continuo 
and all sonatas have four movements. 
But while the earlier works are outwardly 
French — French movement titles, 
dynamics and tempo indications, and 
use of French time signatures and the 
French violin clef — the Op. 78 pieces are 
ostensibly Italian.

The individual works are expertly 
crafted, and collectively they contain much 
charming music, including two excellent 
three-part fugues, and several dances 
that surely typify the kind of popular 
music heard in Paris during the late 1730s. 
Evidently written for amateur musicians, 
the Op. 78 sonatas are technically 
accessible and set in tonalities comfortable 
for the one-keyed flute, which makes them 
particularly attractive for today’s students 
of that instrument.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
The Consort
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”

            The Consort
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Sonata in D major Op. 78 No. 1
J. B. de Boismortier (1689-1755)
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