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Violin - basso continuo

his sonata in B flat

major was only recently

identified as a sonata by
Bitti, since its manuscript in
Dresden lacks the name of the
composer. Bitti’s authorship
is not in doubt, however,
especially since this sonata
shares its fourth movement
with the first of the ‘London’
sonatas. The sonata is in a
style that mixes ‘church’ and
‘chamber’ elements. Particularly
attractive is the second
movement, an allegro in 6/8

metre with a distinctly ‘popular’
feel.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for
their willingness to seek out rare but
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their
knack of bringing it to our attention
through extremely high quality and
usable editions.”
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“Talbot proposes that

the primary influences

on Bitti were his Roman
predecessors, with Carlo
Mannelli (1640-97), a
composer, violinist and
castrato, being especially
likely. Bitti can thus be seen
as a figure who contributed
to the development of the
chamber sonata alongside
Corelli.”

“Here one finds a blend

of the scholarly and the
modern practical needs of
the performer and student
that many, more famous
publishing houses would
do well to emulate”

The Consort

Violino

Basso

MARTINO BITTI

‘DRESDEN’ SONATA No. 5

in B flat major

edited by Michael Talbot
and Antonio Frigé
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