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Joseph Bodin de Boismortier’s [VI] 
Sonates en Trio Pour deux Violons 
avec la Baße Op. 18 appeared in 

1727. Each consists of four or five 
movements, at least one being a dance; 
most of the slow movements feature 
the familiar Corellian “walking bass”, 
while one of the fast movements 
in each sonata is fugal or based on 
imitative entries. Though adhering to 
Italian models, the sonatas also display 
certain French elements, along with 
characteristics of Boismortier’s own 
individual style, and their harmonic 
language is especially rich. These 
expertly crafted works — veritable gems 
of high-baroque French instrumental 
music — deserve to become part of the 
repertoire of all period instrumental 
groups. Volume 2 contains nos. 4–6.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
The Consort
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”

      The Consort
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