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Partly on account of their 
instrumentation, the Op. 18 
sonatas are closely modelled 

on Corelli’s Opp. 1–4, both in terms 
of style and violin technique. Each 
consists of four or five movements, at 
least one being a dance; most of the 
slow movements feature the familiar 
Corellian “walking bass”, while one 
of the fast movements in each sonata 
is fugal or based on imitative entries. 
In spite of their adherence to Italian 
models, however, the sonatas do 
display certain French elements, along 
with characteristics of Boismortier’s 
individual style. The harmonic language 
is particularly rich, with a marked 
predilection for chords of the seventh, 
and two of the sonatas feature the 
composer’s own version of a (loosely 
constructed) double fugue.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
The Consort
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”

            The Consort
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trio sonata in c minor, op. 18 no. 1

J.B. de BOISMORTIER (1689-1755)


