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Musical arrangement was central 
throughout the career of 
Johann Nepomuk Hummel 

(1778–1837). Of particular importance 
are his adaptations of seven of Mozart’s 
piano concertos for piano quartet 
(flute, violin, cello, fortepiano), not 
only for their historical significance in 
terms of Mozart reception, but for the 
invaluable information they provide about 
contemporary performance practice. 
Most notable with regard to performance 
practice are Hummel’s efforts to complete 
Mozart’s text in line with standard 18th-
century convention, in passages where the 
original notation is sparse, or at least not 
fully comprehensive. 

Hummel’s arrangement of the Piano 
Concerto in B flat major k456 was the last 
in the series to be published. Even though 
Mozart had written a complete set of 
cadenzas for this concerto, those composed 
independently by Hummel, and also his 
added lead-ins (Eingänge), seem at least 
to be inspired by his teacher’s models, 
providing indispensable insights for today’s 
performers of this classic repertoire.
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and 
the modern practical 
needs of the performer 
and student that many, 
more famous publishing 
houses would do well to 
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