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Un sogno a tre for flute, viola and 
harp was written in 1990 for a trio 
of young instrumentalists and first 

performed in the USA. In the enigmatic 
words of the composer: “the piece has no 
beginning, no middle and no end … simply 
three musicians telling each other something 
and dreaming a little … sound is arising 
and that is enough …”. The three parts could 
be said to “interact” — the harp creating a 
foundation, and the flute and viola forming 
a relief — yet they never really “meet”, nor 
do they coalesce within the overall texture. 
Pitch and rhythm are strictly organized, 
but any attempt at dramatic development 
has been consciously avoided. The result, 
according to the composer, is a “relief-like 
mass that moves and sometimes stays still”, 
the density of the “events” changing within 
and between each section. Despite the 
seemingly amorphous nature of Un sogno a 
tre, the structural unity of the piece is never 
in doubt.
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“Edition HH should be applauded for 
their willingness to seek out rare but 
wholly worthwhile repertoire, and their 
knack of bringing it to our attention 
through extremely high quality and 
usable editions.”
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“Here one finds a blend 
of the scholarly and the 
modern practical needs of 
the performer and student 
that many, more famous 
publishing houses would 
do well to emulate”
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Luna Alcalay
Un sogno à tre
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