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T

he Sonata Op. 61 ‘Élégie
harmonique’ was written after
the death of Dussek’s patron,
Prince Ferdinand of Prussia,
at the battle of Saalfeld on 10 October
1806. First published by Pleyel in Paris
the following year, the sonata is infused
with a spirit of lament and conveys great
intensity of emotion. With its almost
exclusive focus on minor keys and its
increasingly relentless pace, the work
stands out among the sonatas of the
classical period, matched only, perhaps,
by Clementi’s celebrated ‘Didone
abbandonata’.
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Edition HH should be
applauded for their willingness
to seek out rare but wholly
worthwhile repertoire, and
their knack of bringing it
to our attention through
extremely high quality and
usable editions.
(The Consort)
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